HAVING COURAGE TO MAKE OUR LIFE COUNT
· God has so much in store for every believer’s life.
· However all Christians are engaged in continual spiritual warfare with the principalities and powers and the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. The devil will continually try and prevent our growth in our walk with the Lord and stop us from fulfilling our God given destiny. For this reason we all need great courage to see God’s plan for our life unfolding.
· We all need courage in life when we are going through great trials and challenges, or health issues, or when people let us down or betray us in life. During these times more than ever, we need God’s encouragement and strength to enable us to keep pursuing His plan for our life.

· We also need great courage in life when we are going through times when there just seems no light at the end of the tunnel
· HOWEVER it is in the overcoming of these valley experiences in life that we are so often prepared for what God has planned for our life next
· We must learn to continually draw our strength from God during these valley experiences in our life
· As we do we begin to build our life on a firm foundation of total TRUST AND DEPENDENCE ON GOD
· King David just prior to being appointed King of Judah had a major letdown when all his men turned against him wanting to stone him because all of their families had been abducted.
· We see this in Chapter 30 of 1 Samuel

“Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, and had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way. So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive.

Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep. And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. BUT DAVID STRENGTHENED HIMSELF IN THE LORD HIS GOD.” (I Samuel 30:1-6)

· WHEN WE ARE CONFRONTED WITH GREAT CHALLENGES AT TIMES IN LIFE, OR ARE SEVERELY REJECTED BY OTHERS, WE MUST CHOOSE TO NEVER RUN TO DISTRUCTIVE WAYS OF HANDLING OUR TRIALS AND DISAPOINTMENTS, BUT LIKE KING DAVID CHOOSE TO COME TO THE LORD FOR HIM TO STRENGTHEN US  
· God has a unique plan for every Believer’s life. 
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
· Every believer can make a great difference in this world for eternity. But we will all need to courage to:

· Step out and do the many NEW things that God has planned for our life. God will continually give us opportunities to grow and stretch ourselves so that we go another level in Him

· To overcome peer group pressure that would try and keep you living a life far beneath you God given potential

· To face and overcome our fears in life that would try and stop us from fully embracing all that God has planned for our life. Most people like to stay in their comfort zone and doing what they have always been used to doing. GOD HAS SO MUCH MORE FOR OUR LIVES

· In this life we will always have to overcome the things that the enemy would try and put in our path to distract and discourage us from fulfilling our God given destiny. 
· We must refuse to allow discouragement and our past failures to stop us from fulfilling what God has planned for our future. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9)
· When Joshua took over from Moses to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land, he was told three times by the Lord to be strong and courageous. (Joshua 1:6-7 & 9)
· It is fear that so often prevents people from stepping out into new ventures, new relationships and from fulfilling their full potential in God.
· There are many types of fears that can rob us from being all that God has planned for life such as a fear of being rejected, fear of man, fear of the unknown and a fear of failure.
· Fear is the opposite of faith. FEAR is False Evidence Appearing Real.
· In reality most of what we fear and worry about never eventuates or comes to pass. We must learn to overcome the worm of fear so that we can fulfill our God given destiny. 
· I want to begin by looking at some passages of Scripture in the Old Testament in the book of Numbers that relate to a whole generation of the Children of Israel (except for two men of faith, Joshua and Caleb) failing to enter into the promised land of Canaan because of their fear and unbelief.

THESE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE ARE IN CHAPTERS 13 AND 14 OF THE BOOK OF NUMBERS. I will now look at a few verses in these two chapters that outline how fear and unbelief robbed this generation of the children of Israel from entering into their God given inheritance and embracing the fullness of what God had planned for their lives
“And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a leader among them.” (Numbers 13:1-2)

HERE WE SEE THAT GOD WAS GIVING THE LAND OF CANAAN TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL

“Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, “Go up this way into the South, and go up to the mountains,” (Numbers 13:17) “Then they came to the Valley of Eshcol, and there cut down a branch with one cluster of grapes; they carried it between two of them on a pole. They also brought some of the pomegranates and figs. The place was called the Valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster which the men of Israel cut down there.” (Numbers 13:23-24)
· WE SEE HERE THAT THE LAND THAT THE LORD WAS GIVING TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WAS VERY GOOD AND VERY FERTILE – THEY ONLY HAD TO ENTER IN AND APPROPRIATE IT
· SO TOO GOD HAS A GREAT PLAN AND FUTURE FOR EACH OF OUR LIVES THAT WE MUST ENTER INTO AND APPROPRIATE – Fullness of life as we enjoy His presence and joy in our life and fully embrace what He has called us to do in life
“And they returned from spying out the land after forty days. Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel…” (Numbers 13:25-26)

· WHEN THE TWELVE SPIES RETURNED THEY REPORTED BACK TO MOSES WHAT THEY HAD SEEN IN THE LAND OF CANAAN
“Then they told him, and said: “We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is it fruit. Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there.” (Numbers 13:27-28) “Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.” (Numbers 13:30)

· AS TEN OF THE SPIES BEGAN SPEAKING ABOUT THE PROBLEMS THAT THEY SAW IN THEIR OWN MIND’S VIEW, CALEB ENDEAVOURED TO SILENCE THE NEGATIVE REPORT BY SPEAKING OUT WHAT THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO DO WITH GOD’S HELP AS THE LORD HAD ALREADY PROMISED TO GIVE THEM THE LAND OF CANAAN

· THE TEN SPIES HOWEVER CONTINUED TO SPEAK A NEGATIVE REPORT ABOUT ALL THE GIANTS THAT THEY COULD SEE IN THE LAND – THE NATURAL PROBLEMS THAT THEY ENVISIONED AS THEY TOOK THEIR EYES OFF THE LORD
“But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we. And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, 

“The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”(Numbers 13:31-33)

· THE TEN SPIES COULD ONLY SEE THE PROBLEMS AS THEY SPIED OUT THE LAND OF CANAAN AND FEAR CREPT IN WHICH WAS EXPRESSED IN THE NEGATIVE WORDS THAT THEY SPOKE
· WHAT WE FOCUS ON IN LIFE WILL IMPACT THE WAY THAT WE LIVE OUR LIFE AND THE WAY THAT WE SPEAK ABOUT OUR FUTURE

· The moment we take our focus off the Lord we can become overwhelmed by life’s circumstances
· When Peter got out of the boat at Jesus request, he began walking on the water towards Jesus
· However when Peter saw that the wind was boisterous, he became afraid as he took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the storm around, he then began to sink – So too if we take our focus off Jesus and start dwelling on the circumstances around us we too can begin to sink as we allow discouragement and fear too enter into our minds and hearts
· It is so important that we as Christians build our life on God’s promises and on what God can do for us, rather than always looking at and speaking about the negative things that we see and hear about in life 
“And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in the wilderness! (Numbers 14:2) “Why has the LORD brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?” (Numbers 14:3) 

· THE NEGATIVE AND UNBELIEVING REPORT FROM TEN OF THE TWELVE SPIES BROKE THE SPIRIT OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND SOWED FEAR AND UNBELIEF IN THEIR HEARTS
· AGAIN JOSHUA AND CALEB TRIED TO PERSUADE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO ENTER INTO THE LAND THAT GOD WAS GIVING THEM

“Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel. But Joshua the son of nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land.” (Numbers 14:5-7)
· JOSHUA AND CALEB WERE OF A DIFFERENT SPIRIT TO THE OTHER TEN SPIES
· They had faith to enter into Canaan because the LORD had promised to give them the land. They were prepared to act upon what God had told them to do
· They were prepared to appropriate what God was giving to them because they knew that they could not fail with God’s help
· Joshua and Caleb fully trusted the LORD

· SO TOO AS CHRISTIANS WE NEED TO SIMPLY TRUST THE LORD IN EVERY AREA OF OUR LIFE

· Whatever God calls us to do in life He will empower us to do it

· To fully embrace what God has planned for our life will always involve the need to have courage to take steps of faith in our life – BUT GOD WILL NEVER LET US DOWN AS WE STEP OUT TO DO WHAT HE IS CALLING US TO DO IN LIFE. In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

· We must simply trust God with our future, no matter what our circumstances may look like at the present
· As we do we will see God always making a way where there seems no way and using us in greater ways that we could ever imagine in life. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
· SO JOSHUA AND CALEB AGAIN ENCOURAGED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL TO ENTER IN AND APPROPRIATE WHAT GOD HAD ALREADY PROMISED TO GIVE THEM

“If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’ Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.” And all the congregation said to stone them with stones…” (Numbers 14:8-10)

· HOWEVER THE NEGATIVE REPORT OF THE TEN UNBELIEVING SPIES HAD ALREADY CONVINCED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL NOT TO EMBRACE WHAT GOD WANTED TO GIVE THEM – A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY

· We must be careful who speaks into our life

· THEN FINALLY IN VERSES 26 TO 32 OF CHAPTER 14 OF THE BOOK OF NUMBERS WE SEE GOD CLOSING THE DOOR TO THE LAND OF CANAAN FOR A WHOLE GENERATION OF UNBLIEVING AND MURMURING CHILDREN OF ISRAEL
· ONLY JOSHUA AND CALEB OF THAT GENERATION, TWO MEN OF FAITH WHO FULLY TRUSTED GOD, WERE TO ENTER INTO THE PROMISED LAND WITH THE NEXT GENERATION
“And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who complain against Me? I have heard the complaints which the children of Israel make against Me.
“Say to them, ‘As I live,’ says the LORD, ‘Just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you:

“The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who were numbered, according to your entire number, from twenty years old and above. “Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun, you shall by no means enter the land which I swore I would make you dwell in.

“But your little ones, whom you said would be victims, I will bring in, and they shall know the land which you have despised. But as for you, your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness.”

Today I want to briefly share some keys that will help us all as Christians to remain strong and courageous in our walk with the Lord and to appropriate all that God has planned for our life. GOD HAS MUCH IN STORE FOR EACH AND EVERY ONE OF OUR LIVES
1) SPENDING TIME IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD

· INTIMACY WITH THE LORD HELPS US TO BE CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH GOD’S LOVE – A KEY TO OVERCOMING FEAR
· Spending time with the Lord helps us to grow in our love for others and to have a greater boldness in reaching out to others. Those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength
· Being continually filled with all the fullness of God   (the fullness of the Spirit) and  walking in love towards others helps us to overcome the fear of being rejected
· In a world that is so full of distractions and at times busy agendas, we need to make time to spend with the Lord on a consistent basis so that we can be strengthened and encouraged in our Christian walk. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7)
The Apostle John also wrote, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.” (1 John 4:18)
In the book of Acts we read, “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13)
2) MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD 
· Meditating on the Word of God helps us to grow in our faith and to overcome our fears as we learn to build our lives on the promises of God.
· As Christians it is so important that we renew our minds on a consistent basis with God’s Kingdom principles and promises.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
· As Christians we have been called to reign with Christ here on earth and to be over comers. 
· Speaking out God’s word helps to fill our hearts with faith and to overcome our fears
The Apostle Paul wrote, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2) and
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17) FAITH IS THE OPPOSITE OF FEAR
· The Lord emphasized to Joshua the importance of meditating on the word of God, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

3) BEING CAREFUL TO GUARD OUR THOUGHT LIFE 
· What we CONTINUALLY think on and what we dwell on will have a great impact on our life. 
· In the book of Proverbs we read,

“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he…” (Proverbs 23:7)
· We must be careful what we look at and listen to. 
· We must learn to guard our thought life. 
· The battlefield is the mind and we must learn to be disciplined in replacing our wrong and negative thoughts with Godly thoughts. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)

· What we achieve and become in life is greatly influenced by our thought life. Constantly focusing on our fears can prevent us from fulfilling God’s plan for our life) The Apostle Paul emphasized what we should meditate on, “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)

4) OUR CHOICE OF FRIENDS IS VERY IMPORTANT 
· If we spend a lot of time with people who are full of fear and unbelief it will negatively impact our lives and potentially stop us from stepping out into the fullness of what God has planned for our life
· The company that we keep in life will ultimately impact our altitude in life and our ability to fulfill all that  God has planned for our life

· Our significant friends need to be people of Godly character and people of vision who help to encourage us in our walk with the Lord and to be all that God has planned for our life
· Having encouraging friends and people in your life who are full of vision and purpose, will help you to reach a higher level in life. 
· To encourage others means to give courage to them
·  We need good friends in our life that will encourage us to realize our full potential in Christ – People who will encourage us with a word in season. In the book of Proverbs we read, “The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26) 
“A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, and a word spoken in due season, how good it is!” (Proverbs 15:23)

5) THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER IN WHICH WE LEARN TO CAST OUR CARES ON THE LORD 
· Learning to commit our cares to the Lord stops us from being overwhelmed by the problems of life. 
· The more we focus on the problems in our life, the more anxious and fearful we become. 
· We need to learn to commit all of our cares and problems to the Lord in prayer 
· The Apostle Peter wrote, “casting all your care upon Him, for he cares for your” (1 Peter 5:7)

· The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

· Jesus Himself said,

“Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8)

6) CHOOSING TO HAVE A CHILDLIKE FAITH AND TRUST IN THE LORD 
· The bible makes it clear that nothing is impossible for God. 
· God can make a way where there seems no way. 
· Choosing to trust God in all circumstances helps us to have the courage to overcome the challenges that we will all experience in life
Jesus said “Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”  (Mark 11:22-24)

· JESUS ALSO SAID, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
· In the book of Isaiah we read,

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)

· In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
7) WE MUST LEARN TO SPEAK WORDS OF LIFE (FAITH FILLED WORDS IN LINE WITH WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT OUR LIFE) 
· Our words have the ability to both inspire faith in our lives and the lives of others, or to sow fear into our lives.
· We must also be careful about our self talk

· We must choose to speak over our lives and future what God says about our life 
· We must learn to speak out God’s promises over our lives, to see the glass as half full and not always half empty. 
· As I shared at the beginning of this message, a whole generation of the Children of Israel failed to enter into the Promised Land because of the negative and unbelieving report of ten of the twelve spies, who had been sent out by Moses to spy out the Promised Land.  
· In the book of Proverbs we read, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue …” (Proverbs 18:21)
· WE MUST CONTINUALLY CHOOSE TO SPEAK WORDS OF LIFE TO FRAME OUR FUTURE ACCORDING TO GOD’S PROMISES - Continually speaking words of faith will help to see God’s plan for our life coming to pass   

